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ORIGIN EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 DODE-OO OMB-01 CIAE-00 PM-09 INR-10 
L-03 NEA-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 GAC-01 
USIA-12 TRSE-00 MBFR-03 SAJ-01 EB-11 COME-OO AEC-11 
ACDA-19 /122 R 

DRAFTED BY OSD/ ISA: C VMCLAU GHLIN: EUR/ RPM: LT / COL. HBODENHAME 
5/3/73 EXT. 28901 

APPROVED BY EUR: GSSPRINGSTEEN 
EUR/ RPM: WROMINE 
EUR/ RPM: RJMCGUIRE 
PM/ ISP: LSLOSS 

OSD/ ISA: B/ GENERAL HLOBDELL 
JCS/ J-5: LTG LTSEITH 

105879 

P 041315 Z MAY 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION NATO PRIORITY 
INFO USDELMC 
USNMR SHAPE PRIORITY 
USLOSACLANT PRIORITY 
USCINCEUR PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 084484 

E. 0.11652: GDS 12/31/79 
TAGS: MCAP, NATO 

SUBJECT: DRAFT MINISTERIAL GUIDANCE FOR CY 1975-80 

REFERENCES: A) USNATO 2054; B) USNATO 2107 

1. WE AGREE WITH MISSION RECOMMENDATION IN PARA 5 OF 
REFTEL B AND BELIEVE THAT FASTEST AND EASIEST WAY TO 
DEVELOP GUIDANCE PAPER FOR APPROVAL OF MINISTERS AT 
JUNE DPC IS TO START WITH CLEAN SLATE. 
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2. YOU MAY FIND, HOWEVER, SOME RELUCTANCE ON PART OF 
OTHER DELEGATIONS OR INTERNATIONAL STAFF TO COMPLETELY 
REJECT THE DRAFT PAPER WITHOUT SOME DISCUSSION. WE 
LEAVE THE MODALITIES OF HOW THE GUIDANCE IS TO BE RE- 
WRITTEN TO THE BEST JUDGMENT OF THE MISSION, BEARING 

IN MIND THE IMPORTANCE OF MINISTERIAL GUIDANCE AS A 
LINK BETWEEN APPROVED STRATEGY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
MILITARY FORCES IN THE DEFENSE REVIEW PROCESS. 

3. GUIDANCE OUTLINED BELOW WILL SUPPORT OUR OBJECTIVES 
FOR THIS PAPER: 

A. DEVELOP AN ACTION PAPER FOR APPROVAL OF DEFENSE 
MINISTERS AT THE JUNE DPC WHICH WILL PROVIDE GUIDANCE FOR 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF CY 1975-80 FORCE PROPOSALS. 


B. DO NOT ALTER OR DO OTHER THAN REAFFIRM THE 
BASIC NATO APPROVED STRATEGY EMBODIED IN MC 14/3. 

C. TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE APPRECIATION OF 
THE MILITARY SITUATION AS IT WILL AFFECT NATO THROUGH 
1980 ( MCM- 10-73) AND THE APPRECIATION OF THE ECONOMIC 
POSITION OF NATO AND WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES FOR THE 
PERIOD THROUGH 1980 ( AC/127- D/436). 

D. PRESS FOR ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS OF FORCE 
MODERNIZATION SO THAT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF AD 70 
CAN HAVE A FAIR CHANCE OF BEING FULLY CARRIED OUT. 

E. IF POSSIBLE, YOU SHOULD TRY TO SALVAGE SOME 

NATO- ACCEPTABLE IDEAS FROM THE DRAFT PAPER, PARTICULARLY 
ON RATIONALIZATION AND STANDARDIZATION. 

4. YOU MAY RESERVE THE US POSITION AT YOUR DISCRETION 
IF CIRCUMSTANCES MAKE THIS OPTION DESIRABLE ( PARA 6, 

REFTEL B). 

ROGERS 
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